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LOWER ISLAND SOCCER ASSOCATION

DISTRICT PRESIDENTS MEETING #2

September 16, 2008

Esquimalt Rec Centre
Members Present: 




LISA Board Members:

Bays United
Karen Adams



Tim Satterford

President (Chair)

Cordova Bay
Drew Smythe 



Bob Nex


Vice-President
Cowichan
Bill Keserich



Tiberio de Frias

Vice-President

Gordon Head
Murray Smith



Ken Aitken

Secretary
Gorge

Terry Marra



Maureen Mitchell-Starkey
Director

Juan de Fuca
Glen Davis



Terry Hughes

Director


Lakehill

Derek Paul



Dan Perrin

Director
Peninsula
Bob Hope



Ray Carfantan

Director

Prospect Lake 
Carolynn Ablitt



Sharon Marejka

Executive Director
Salt Spring
Malcolm Legg 

Sooke 

Robin Saxl

Recording Secretary:  Tracey Cottrell

Meeting Called to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 19:07 hrs.

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

	Motion:  To adopt the Agenda as amended by Juan de Fuca  2nd Bays United                                                      Carried


2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PRESIDENTS MEETING #1 August 19, 2008 

	Motion:  To adopt the Minutes, as circulated, of Presidents Meeting #1 August 19, 2008    

                by Salt Spring   2nd Gordon Head                                                                                                             Carried                                                    


Action Items:

1. The subject of “Multi-age Divisions” was put on the agenda for the recent Technical Directors meeting.

2. The Chair will send the subject of “U14 Select Soccer” to the Technical Committee for review.

3. The ED will put out a survey on the subject of “Youth-to-Youth” permits and ask each Club to respond with their position on the items raised at this meeting.

3. OLD BUSINESS:
Meeting with LIWSA

The Chair will attempt to arrange a meeting with the LIWSA regarding several concerns surrounding youth playing on senior teams.  The Club Presidents have requested that should the LIWSA decline to meet to discuss the concerns that it be brought back to them to decide how to proceed.

4. NEW BUSINESS:

BCSA Social Invitation

On behalf of BCSA, The Chair extended the invitation for LISA District President’s to attend the upcoming BCSA Social.

LISA Treasurer

The Chair reported that the LISA Treasurer, B. McCreadie has, with great regret, recently resigned his Board position due to personal reasons.  The LISA Constitution requires that the Treasurer position must not remain vacant for any extended period of time therefore M. Mitchell-Starkey has been elected, by the Board, to the interim position.

LISA Head Coach Update

The ED reported that the interview process was well underway and that an announcement would be forthcoming.  The Chair provided clarification that the responsibility for the day-to-day operations of the District lies with the Executive Director and Board of Directors.  The Presidents stressed that communication to them is of outmost importance.

Start of Season

A number of Clubs have expressed an interest in delaying the start of the season by at least one week.  The ED asked that the clubs consider the proposal.  As there were varying comments and opinions it was agreed that the ED would poll Clubs to determine their position on the matter.  Also discussed was the subject of small-sided games at the bronze U14/U18 ages be brought before the Technical Directors for discussion.

Change of Game Times

The Chair noted that there continues to be quite a bit of discussion regarding the change of games times.  Recognizing that every Club has their own set of circumstances, he recommends that a committee be formed to look at and resolve the question to the satisfaction of all Clubs.

Referee availability was cited as one of the biggest hurdles and T. de Frias said that he would provide information to the Clubs with a breakdown of the reasons behind it.

Bronze and Silver Teams (Melding)

This item was placed on the agenda in response to a request made by Peninsula to combine their player resources with Prospect Lake and Salt Spring as per the same restrictions (given) to Cordova Bay and Gordon Head in order that they may form teams at the bronze and silver levels for both girls and boys where necessary.

The request was denied in an email survey conducted by LISA.  It was felt that, for various reasons, the circumstances surrounding the two requests were different.

During discussion it was evident that some Clubs are frustrated with the “release” process administered through the LISA office.  The current process precludes Clubs from working together to form teams.  These Clubs would like to see a process where they can meld on their own (with Clubs of their choosing) earlier in the season.

It was suggested by one Club President that perhaps this is only one of a number of issues that need to be addressed and it may now be time to reconsider an independent study of the District.  The Chair agreed and advised that LISA is in the process of preparing a player demographic study to present to the Presidents.  It is anticipated that this information will allow the Clubs to base any decisions on fact rather than speculation.

Asked was if the LISA could abolish the transfer rule for this season only.  The answer was “no”, the transfer rule is in the Constitution and therefore cannot be changed in enough time to accommodate this season.  It was agreed that for this season LISA will continue with the status quo and the office will continue to endeavour to work through the administrative process as quickly as possible in order to get players on teams as soon as possible.

Referee Fees

It was confirmed that respective Clubs set the fees paid to referees not the LISA.

5. CLUB and BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:

LISA Executive Director

The Head Scheduler has asked that Clubs be reminded of missing team declarations.

Gordon Head

· The preliminary preparation of the turf field is complete, waiting on the arrival of the actual turf. 

· Players required at the U13 boys and U15 boys levels.

· U16/U17 girls combined team formed.

Lakehill

Asked for and received clarification on the decision that was made regarding the melding of teams at the silver and bronze levels:  LISA will continue with the status quo for this season.  It was suggested that perhaps the Presidents might consider holding a caucus meeting to discuss this matter in greater detail.  

Bays United

· Player registration on track.

· Working with the LISA office in getting their U18 Silver boys’ team formed.

Juan de Fuca

Reported they are short of referees this season therefore will be unable to provide assistant referees to the Metro program.

T. de Frias

Recommended that all Clubs have a head referee, in addition to a referee coordinator.  Development of referees is crucial if we are able to increase, or even sustain, a healthy referee pool.  T. de Frias will be addressing this matter with Club President’s in due course.

Prospect Lake

They have room for girls at the U14 Silver level.

Cordova Bay

· Awaiting the arrival of turf for their field.  They are attempting to have School District fields assigned in the meantime. 

· Expressed disappointment that the Club Presidents overturned their request to meld teams at the silver and bronze level.

Cowichan

· Reported on the success of the Indigenous Games.  BCSA staff coaches were on hand to evaluate all players, which met with success for a couple of the youth.  A Cowichan boy, who is playing U18 gold, has been asked by the Whitecaps to attend their winter training session.

· Cowichan has a reciprocal policy in place with their adult teams that youth players are not permitted to sign with an adult team if there is a youth team to play on.

Peninsula

Haven’t declared their bronze teams, for a couple of reasons, but they are working on it.  It is difficult for Peninsula to release players to LISA because of the traveling time.

6. ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 21:12 hours.

ACTION ITEMS

1. The ED will poll Clubs to determine their position on delaying the start of the season.

2. The subject of small-sided games at the U14/U15 level will be brought before the Technical Directors for discussion at their next meeting.
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